Rapid identification of antisense mRNA-expressing clones using strand-specific RT-PCR.
Transfection of full-length antisense cDNA is used frequently to achieve stable downregulation of gene expression. However, screening for clones that express the antisense mRNA is complicated by the presence of endogenous sense mRNA. Thus, clones usually are screened for downregulation of the target protein by Western blotting, which can be time consuming. Here, we used strand-specific RT-PCR to identify antisense-expressing clones, which can then be screened for protein downregulation. This approach allows earlier identification of potentially useful clones and cuts down on the number of clones to be screened by Western blotting.